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Keep Moving 

By Elliott Nordgren 

During the summer between my freshmen and sophomore years in college, I worked on my 

uncle’s farm in the Red River Valley of North Dakota where the land is as flat as the proverbial 

pancake. If you lived on a gravel road in 1952 you were lucky. My Uncle Gene lived on a road 

consisting of field soil graded high above the fields resulting in ditches on each side, similar to 

the drainage ditches along highway 19 south of Nappanee.  

“Going into town” in those days was an event, and on one such occasion it began to rain. The 

“gumbo” (that’s what they called the rich black soil in that area of the plains) was fine to drive 

on when dry, but when it was wet it was another story. It would “ball up” on tires like kids 

making a snow man. The only option was to go fast enough on the slick road so the mud would 

sling off the tires, not cling to the tires ‘til one was bogged down and “stuck in the mud.” 

Uncle Gene was not a timid man. His approach was to back up on the gravel for about an eighth 

of a mile, put the old Ford V8 in second gear and wind it up to about 45 mph before we hit the 

“gumbo.” He seemed to enjoy demonstrating his prowess to his young “city slicker” nephew as 

he kept the sliding car between the ditches while I hung on for dear life. Thoroughly enjoying 

the situation, he said rather boisterously and dragging it out for emphasis, “The way I see it, if 

you keep moving, you’ll never get stuck.” 

His words came back to me years later while laboring on a doctoral dissertation while teaching 

and I shared the saying with many students who were getting “bogged down.” Uncle Gene died 

a few years ago at age 92, and had no idea how much his exuberant off the cuff remark helped 

his nephew and his nephew’s students.  

So remember- “If you keep moving, you’ll never get stuck.”  


